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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 6 and 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 6 line 2, " one strap" is same as at least one strap being claimed on claim 2?. 

2. Regarding claim 22, the phrase "or the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP 

§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date 
of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-15, 17-20, 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Saylor et al (6,192,805). 

Saylor et al disclose: 

Regarding claimsl and 5, a receptacle for electrical cable 14 comprising a substantially 
rigid stand member 11 carrying a flexible cable retaining member 10 which is so 
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formed as to resiliently retain the cable against the stand while allowing a flow of air 
past the cable (see figs 2 and 5, column 2 lines 65-67 and column 3 lines 1-40). 
Regarding claim 2, wherein the flexible member being connected to the rigid member 
by at least one strap 61 (see fig 1 , column 5 lines 15-20). 

Regarding claims 3-4, wherein said at least one strap is resilient and elasticated (see 
column 4 lines 66-77 and column 5 lines 1-2). 

Regarding claim 6, as best understood, wherein the flexible member is connected to 
the rigid member by one strap61 forming a border around the periphery of the flexible 
member (see figs 2 and 4). 

Regarding claim 7, wherein at least part of said at least one strap connects the flexible 
member to the rigid member removably (see figs 2 and 5). 

Regarding claim 8, wherein said at least one strap connects the flexible member to the 
rigid member removably via studs 63 with enlarged heads acting as hooks (see fig 1). 

Regarding claim 9, wherein the flexible member is a perforated bag (see figs 2 and 5) . 
Regarding claim 10, wherein the flexible member is a net (see figs 3-4). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , wherein the flexible member is elasticated (see column 3 lines 27- 
50). 

Regarding claim 12, wherein the net is sufficiently elastic to permit an electrical plug 
appliance to be pushed through an aperture 54,55 of the net and then retained securely 
inside it (see fig 3, column 3 lines 20-26, column 4 lines 45-65, column 5 lines 60-67). 
Regarding claim 14, wherein the rigid member includes cable guide means 22 
(see fig 1 ). 
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Regarding claim 15, wherein said guide means comprises slots 54, 55 for locating 
cables (See figsl and 3). 

Regarding claim 17, wherein the rigid member is formed from a sheet material and 
said each slot for locating cables extends inwards from an edge of the rigid member 
(see fig 3, column 3 lines 1-30). 

Regarding claim 18, wherein said slots for locating cables are so shaped as to co- 
operate with an adjacent surface in order to retain the cables (see fig s1 and 3). 
Regarding claim 19, wherein said slots for locating cables are formed so as to co- 
operate with a table in order to retain the cables (see figl and column 3 lines 1-30). 
Regarding claim 20, wherein the rigid member is adapted to hang from the edge of a 
desk (see fig 1). 

Regarding claim 22. considering the claim objection, thexlaim 22 is included in this 
rejection. 

Regarding claim 23, the assembly of Saylor et al capable of adapted to house a 
multiway connector. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 



Application/Control Number: 10/535,514 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2831 

ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Anthony Cozeck (3,588,019) in view of Saylor et al (6,192,805). 
Anthony Cozeck disclose : 

Regarding claimsl and 5, a substantially rigid stand member 1 1 (see fig 1), but fails to 
disclose a flexible cable retaining member which is so formed as to resiliently retain 
the cable against the stand while allowing a flow of air past the cable. Saylor et al teach 
the use of a flexible cable retaining member 10 which is so formed as to resiliently 
retain the cable against a stand 1 1 while allowing a flow of air past the cable (see figs 2 
and 5, column 2 lines 65-67 and column 3 lines 1-40) in order for storage and 
containment of cabling associated with work related items such as computers, 
telephones (see entire abstract ). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill In the art at the time the invention was made to provide the assembly of 
Anthony Cozeck with a flexible cable retaining member as taught by Saylor et al in 
order for storage and containment of cabling associated with work related items such as 
computers. 

Regarding claim 2, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including the flexible member 10 being 
connected to the rigid member by at least one strap 61 (see fig 1 , column 5 lines 15-20 
of Saylor et al). 
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Regarding claims 3-4, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the 
features of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein said at least one 
strap is resilient and elasticated (see column 4 lines 66-77 and column 5 lines 1-2 of 
Saylor et al). 

Regarding claim 6, as best understood, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck 
disclose all the features of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein the 
flexible member is connected to the rigid member by one strap 61 forming a border 
around the periphery of the flexible member (see figs 2 and 4 of Saylor et al). 
Regarding claim 7, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein at least part of said at 
least one strap connects the flexible member to the rigid member removably (see figs 2 
and 5 of Saylor et al). 

Regarding claim 8, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein said at least one strap 
connects the flexible member to the rigid member removably via studs 63 with enlarged 
heads acting as hooks (see fig 1 of Saylor et al). 

Regarding claim 9, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein the flexible member is a 
perforated bag (see figs 2 and 5 of Saylor et al) . 

Regarding claim 10, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein the flexible member is a net 
(see figs 3-4 of Saylor et al). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein the flexible member is 
elasticated (see column 3 lines 27-50 of Saylor et al). 

Regarding claim 12, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein the net is sufficiently elastic 
to permit an electrical plug appliance to be pushed through an aperture 54,55 of the net 
and then retained securely inside it (see fig 3. column 3 lines 20-26, column 4 lines 45- 
65, column 5 lines 60-67 of Saylor et al). 

Regarding claim 13, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including the rigid member comprises a sheet 
of material, one edge of which is formed into an Ushaped cross-section, so as to form 
a stand (see fig 1 and column 1 lines 40-50 of Anthony Cozeck). 
Regarding claim 14, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein the rigid member includes 
cable guide means 12(see fig 1 of Anthony Cozeck). . 

Regarding claim 15, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein said guide means 
comprises slots 54, 55 for locating cables (See figsl and 3 of Saylor et al). 

Regarding claim 16, the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein said guide means 
includes a trough 12 formed at the opposite edge to the edge having the L-shaped 
cross-section (see fig 1 of Anthony Cozeck). 
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Regarding claim 17. the modified assembly of Anthony Cozeck disclose all the features 
of the claimed invention as shown above, including wherein the rigid member is fomied 
from a sheet material and said each slot for locating cables extends inwards from 
an edge of the rigid member (see fig 3, column 3 lines 1-30 of Saylor et al). 
Regarding claim 18, wherein said slots for locating cables are so shaped as to co- 
operate with an adjacent surface in order to retain the cables (see fig si and 3 of 
Saylor et al). 

Regarding claim 19, wherein said slots for locating cables are formed so as to co- 
operate with a table in order to retain the cables (see figl and column 3 lines 1-30). 
Regarding claim 21, wherein the rigid member is adapted to stand upright on a surface 
(see fig 1 of Anthony Cozeck ). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DHIRU R. PATEL whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1983. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH, 6:30 TO 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on 571-272-1984. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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